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Genesis

1.  Introduction:  The IaMS

Write down ten words or phrases that define who you are.  People are searching for foundation and framework in life:  ethnic neighborhoods in cities, gangs, even fans at sports events.  This can be summarized with this phrase:  IaMS.

· Identity -- promise of acceptance.  It answers the question, "Where did I come from?"  If we do not know who we are, we will seek madly for some kind of identity.  The angst of the gen-xers.

· Meaning -- promise of order.  What is the question here?  "What is my purpose?"  Or in the negative form, "Why me?"  If we do not believe that our lives have some purpose, we are compelled to scurry around for something worthwhile to keep ourselves busy and noticeable. 

· Security -- promise of providence.  The question is here, "Where am I going?"  If we do not believe that we have some chance of preserving our identity and providing for our needs, we are compelled to seek a haven or construct a fortress.

These three thoughts might be connected in this way:  When people find who they are, they have arrived at a meaning for their lives;  and once a meaning has been established, they have achieved a point of security in their lives.  The significance of this for our class is this:  these IaMS are sought and discovered by the individual;  in one sense, they are intra nos, within ourselves.  What we will find in Genesis 1-2:3, our prime focus, is that the IaMS are extra nos, given to us.


I chose to arrange identity, (and), meaning, and security in IaMS for two reasons.  First, there is that immediate connection to Jesus' "I am" sayings in John, who gives to us the fullness of each.  And the second connection to God's self-revelation of His name to Moses in Exodus 3, I AM WHO I AM.

2.  Overview of Genesis


Although I am going to focus on Genesis 1-2:3 for the IaMS, in order to show this from the biblical perspective, I will briefly review Genesis.  The focus of the biblical history, especially Genesis, traces the family of Abraham.

There are 11 sections of Genesis:

· 1:1-2:3

Prologue

· 2:4-4:26

The account of the heavens and the earth

· 5:1-6:8

The account of Adam

· 6:9-9:29

The account of Noah

· 10:1-11:9

The account of Shem, Ham, and Japheth

· 11:10-26

The account of Shem

· 11:27-25:11
The account of Terah

· 25:12-18

The account of Ishmael, son of Abraham

· 25:19-35:29
The account of Isaac, son of Abraham

· 36:1-37:1

The account of Esau

· 37:2-50:26

The account of Jacob

The series of accounts function like a series of sieves, allowing to pass through what is most significant.  The reader, by the series, is drawn to a particular family, to specific individuals.  If we were to continue this series, which, in fact, the New Testament does in Matthew 1 and Luke 3, the name in the last account would be that of Jesus.  Is this clear?

3.  Presuppositions


That last statement reveals my presuppositions about seeing IaMS in Genesis.  No one comes to the text of Scriptures without presuppositions, without experiences that have shaped our conceptual framework.  Many, however, come without realizing what their presuppositions are.

A.  Christological Nature


What is my fundamental presupposition?  The content of Scripture is a unit (see 1 Timothy 6:3).  Luke 24:27 and John 5:39-40 demonstrate that this unity resides in Christ;  it is Christ-centered.  That means that the IaMS find their fulfillment in Jesus Christ.

B.  Historical Nature


How does this apply to Genesis 1-2:3?  One consequence is that to confess Genesis 1-2:3 conveys empirical history ("investigatable") as does the rest of Scripture -- for the New Testament certainly relies upon this as history, yet pre-empirical in that we cannot investigate it as much other portions of the Bible (e.g., the ancient Near Eastern culture in which Abraham lived or Paul’s travels in Acts).  Yet, whether history can be supported by extra-biblical sources, history is still a mystery both empirically and theologically, because the divine work in history as well as creation is ultimately a matter of divine self-disclosure, revelation, and faith.

C.  Creedal Nature


Genesis 1-2:3 cannot, then, answer all of our modern questions about the hows of creation.  God had a different purpose:  to affirm that He alone had brought the heavens and the earth into existence, and that in Him, man finds his identity, meaning, and security.

4.  Theses of Confessing Genesis 1-2:3


I have a series of theses that summarize Genesis 1-2:3;  once the material is summarized, we can focus on the IaMS.  Then we will briefly present several challenges to this confession of IaMS.

God

Thesis

· There is only one God, who is not a force but a Person.

Man
Theses

1. Man was created to live in an I-Thou relationship.  That is, man receives his identity only when considered in relationship to the Creator.

2. Man alone has the divine image (high point of creation), therefore he has inherent value. Blasphemy to say "I am only human."  As Genesis 3 relates our problem is not our humanity, but from attempting to leave our humanity, to become God. To love ourselves more than God, to find identity, meaning and security apart from what God has given to us.

3. Since God is Creator that means that he has a claim on me and a claim to evaluate me - man is not lord of his life.  That means that what identity, meaning and security I chose can be judged by the Creator.  This, however, does not mean that God manipulates.

4. Man lives in two planes of existence:  vertical with God, in which are our actions are our responses.  Identity is never independent from the Creator.  To seek identity, meaning and security always reflects our relationship with the Creator.  This claim of dependence upon God is counter-cultural.  To be free in the biblical sense is to live as God has created us.  This is an unseen component in life, the non-physical aspect that we call spiritual.  We are not dualistic but a duality.

5. Man rules over created order, and so all serves him;  a corollary is that man is the responsible steward set over creation.  Man's identity is not entirely "spiritual," for it has a horizontal dimension, in that we live this meaning out before other people.  the horizontal plane in which we carry out our responsibilities to other people, a response also to God.  This is seen foremost in Genesis 2, with the making of Eve, in that Adam could find no help-meet for himself among the animals.  And then how that companionship, meaning, is consummated in the union.

6. And all this was declared very good.

Created Order

Theses

1. God created through His all-powerful word.  Creation by Word implies order and reason, with IaMS built into creation.

2. Matter is neither eternal nor self-generating.  The universe is neither autonomous nor closed.  This would allow for a utilitarian evaluation of life;  and IaMS would simply be pragmatism.

3. He is a God of order, materially and morally;  God’s purposes in creation were good and the created order is inherently good.  This is meant to be reflected in man, that is, a moral order directed toward God.

4. God sets boundaries;  He divides and separates, and there are orders for everything -- this continues to this day.  That means it is possible to step outside of what is good;  that is, to look for IaMS outside of what God has given.  Genesis 2&3 portray this.

5. Material things enrich life not make life.  One does not look for IaMS in creation, but in the Creator;  the goodness of creation that enriches man's life comes forth in response to God's controlling hand.  Creation yearns to be free from its bondage to man's sin, as a means of IaMS.  Creation did not fall, it was fallen upon (Genesis 3:17).  Creation yearns for its liberation (Romans 8:19-23).  Yet this does not mean for all its goodness (creation reflects God and declares His glory) that it is worshipped.  The Creator alone is to be worshipped, as the Sabbath day requires.

6. Genesis strictly avoids using the names of the sun and moon;  the sun, moon and stars are lamps which God has set in place to provide light and divide time.  There is no basis for astrology to determine IaMS;  that is a rebellion against the created order.

History

Thesis

· History has a beginning, and is directed toward an end. Although the end is not revealed in Genesis 1, nor immediately after, the end, the purpose is in God.

5.  Challenges to Biblical Confession of Genesis 1-2:3

In the Old Testament Culture

· God:  There are many gods, both male and female forces. In ANEC dragons are rivals whom Canaanite gods conquer.  In ANEC the heavenly lamps are deities people must worship.

· Man:  Man was an afterthought, created to do the gods’ dirty work;  his existence is utilitarian.

· Creation:  God used pre-existing material in the process of creation.  Creation came into existence as the result of an initial chaotic struggle among the gods.  For example, Ancient Near East cosmogonies (“creation accounts”) describe the struggle to separate the upper waters from lower waters.  Continuing order in creation depends upon the rituals men perform.  Humanity’s manipulation of the gods through sexual rites in the fertility cults moves nature to provide her bounty.

· History:  history is cyclical, played out in the seasons and events of nature and man's life.

In Contemporary Culture

· Pantheism.  God and nature are not distinct.  Baruch Spinoza taught that divine substance extends itself in the form of nature and creatures of all kinds.  The goal is to diminish distinction between man and God. This assumes that man is inherently able to achieve IaMS.

· Deism.  There is a great distance between man and Creator.  He has lost interest in Creation.  Man's logical judgment removes deity from immediate picture:  when evil triumphs, human ingenuity and reason assert that God is absent.  Places great weight on ability of man to achieve IaMS.

· Dualism.  The struggle is between two roughly equal powers.  Humans are victims of the struggle.  Manes is founder of Manichaean doctrine--light and darkness locked in conflict.  History is locked into a closed repetitious cycle that goes nowhere.  This places man into a hopeless struggle of finding IaMS.

· Gnosticism.  Dualism between matter and spirit--matter is evil and spirit is good.  The ultimate good was impersonal spirit.  Salvation is liberation from a body.  this deprecates creation and human responsibility.  But Scripture teaches resurrection of the body and that God cares for the creation and creature.  This denies the horizontal aspect of IaMS that Genesis 1 affirms.  Creation is denigrated along with marriage.  Challenge in New Testament era (in John, Colossians).

· Individualism and materialism.  Materialism and naturalism -- what you see is all that there is.  This focuses entirely on the horizontal realm of IaMS, but therefore loses its true dimension.  For it refuses to see that no man is an island;  he who dies with the most toys wins.  Whether, or how, one worships God is matter of personal choice.  Worship creation and creature rather than Creator.

· Evolutionism.  Closely linked to materialism and individualism is evolutionism.  Matter is primary and comes into being without God.  Man is again reduced to a set of utilitarian rules.  Evolutionism assumes gradual improvement.  Sort of a weak determinism:  mankind is at the power of something external or internal -- genetic determinism or environmental coercion​.  But the inevitability of progress can be challenged by man's actions.  Evolution rests upon an epistemology of science, the repeatability of the experiment.  it cannot answer a question for which it was not designed.  Origins are not subject to repeatable experiments.  The attempt to disprove evolution empirically is part of the way in which natural science proceeds.  Yet the ultimate disproof of evolution is not within science itself but from the biblical witness, for science is not how people come to know God.  God does use mechanisms for providential care.

· Environmentalism.  The earth is an end in itself;  man must see himself within creation instead of above it, "dominion and rule."  A new spiritual approach that gives proper regard to nature must be asserted:  new age, mother earth, fertility goddess, etc.  Though may be with some justification at times, dominion is rightly rebuked. Scripture never exalts creation;  creation only exalts its Creator;  therefore to exalt creation rightly obscures the glory of the Creator.

6.  Conclusions

Particularity of IaMS


Now taking a step back into the big picture of Genesis 1-11 once again.  These are affirmed as the particularity is heightened as one draws closer to Abraham.  That repetition of sin, judgment and grace clearly reveals this.  When man has attempted to find IaMS outside of the Creator, that is called sin;  and God judges it, and yet God sustains man so that He might provide man with IaMS -- located in Genesis in the family of Abraham.

Creedal Significance


Therefore Genesis 1-2 reinforces the significance and privilege of worship;  the God whom Israel adores is the Creator of heaven and earth.  The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is no localized deity or tribal deity but the sovereign Lord of whole earth.  All the stories that follow are of cosmic significance.  Genesis is a polemical repudiation of those accounts, a deliberate rejection of non-Israelite stories, of anything that looks for IaMS outside of the Creator.  Confession of one true God and His creation;  introduces the God who made covenants with Abraham, Israel and David;  sets Israel apart from rest of world.


Genesis 1-2 is not meant to set science and theology against each other;  instead, biblical wisdom should tell us that they are complimentary.  Atheistic strategies and philosophies can never supply man with what he needs or how he should see himself.

Personal Significance of IaMS


Genesis emphasizes God’s gracious dealings with man, and how He narrows the focus to Abraham and carries it through to the end.  The individual is not a spectator but a participant in creation.  To be fully what God made us means to be in relationship to God as well.  trust encompasses the whole human experience in relation to God.  Unbelief seeks security and identity apart from God.


This biblical confession is that this does affect all life:  1) God fashioned man himself -- that is our identity, 2) God provides for us meaning -- our lives have a purpose, to live in relationship with Him.  3) God provides for us security - He sustains creation.


To conclude Luther summarized this very well in his explanation to the First Article of the Creed:  "For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey him."
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